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POPULAŢIA MONTANĂ DIN ROMÂNIA 
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University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Iasi, Romania 
 

Abstract. The aim of this approach consists in determining the 
demographic size of the Mountain Area. This was done to determine the 
population of the mountain villages of each county both rural and urban places. 
To supplement the primary information has been made the correlation between 
the specific indicators of the demographic analysis with economic indicators to 
highlight their influence on population dynamics. 
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Rezumat. Scopul acestui demers constă în determinarea dimensiunii 

demografice a zonei montane. Pentru aceasta, s-a procedat la determinarea 
populaţiei localităţilor montane a fiecărui judeţ, atât pentru mediul rural cât şi 
pentru mediul urban. Pentru completarea informaţiilor primare s-a realizat 
corelaţia între indicatorii specifici analizei demografice cu indicatori de natură 
economică pentru a se evidenţia influenţa acestora asupra dinamicii populaţiei 

Cuvinte cheie: populaţie, zona montană,  

INTRODUCTION 
Identifying policies and social measures leading to improvement of living 

conditions in the Mountain Area makes necessary to know the population profile 
which lives in this area. The information available has allowed the achievement of 
an analysis based on basic and specific socio-economic indicators correlate to the 
economic situation.[2] 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 
Determining the demographic size of the Mountain Area was performed by 

using statistical data at a village level using information from the Population Census of 
2002. This information represents some of the few which have been obtained through 
field research and a high degree of detail, at a village level. 

Previous researches have been done by selective socio-economic methods, in 
the best cases based on sampling. 

Socio-economic indicators that were determined are:  
 the total population of the mountain area; 
 the rural population of the mountain area; 
 the urban population of the mountain area; 
 the average number of persons per household; 
 the total of the agricultural exploitations  

All these indicators were compared with equivalent nationally indicators to know 
the importance of mountain areas in Romania and the comparative level of 
development. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
The total population of the Mountain Area is 3.341.024 persons with an 

average of 123.742 persons per county representing 15,4% of the Romanian 
population in the Population Census of 2002. 
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Fig. 1. The total population of the mountain area 

 
The county with the most populated area is Braşov where are living 

468.129 persons and the lowest population is in the county Sălaj – 2.737 persons. 
(fig. 1) 

The rural population from the mountain area totalizes 1.729.583 persons, 
representing 17,1% from the rural population at national level. The average rural 
population per county is 65.170 persons with the maximum recorded in Harghita 
county with 164.380 persons and the minimum recorded in the county Sălaj with 
2.737 persons. The mountain area of the county Sălaj includes nothing else than 
rural settlements. 

The rural population share from the total population of the Mountain Area 
is 52,7%, with 12,2% bigger than the share of the rural population from the total 
population of Romania. The distribution of this indicator is given by the interval 
with the minimum share of 17.7% in the county of Braşov to 100,0% in the 
counties Vrancea, Timiş, Satu Mare, Dâmboviţa, Cluj and Oradea. The average 
share of the rural mountain population per county is 52,7%. 

The highest density of population per county at a village level is in the 
county Bacău where live 6.796 persons as the average population per village. The 
minimum level of this indicator is recorded in the mountain area of the county 
Sălaj where the average of the population per village is 1.369 persons. 

 
The rural settlements from the mountain area are distributed unevenly per 

counties due to the relief conditions and other aspects with historical character. 
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In this area there are 575 rural settlements, having an average share of 
21,3% villages per county. 

The average population per village is 3.060 persons with 19,6% lower than 
the average population per village at national level. 

The urban population from the Mountain Area is 1.581 persons, with a 
share of 13,9% of Romanian urban population. 

The average of the urban mountain population per county is 58.572 persons 
with the highest value in Brasov county without being represented in Vrancea, 
Timiş, Sălaj, Satu Mare, Dâmboviţa, Cluj and Arad because the mountain area in 
these counties comprises urban settlements. At the same time, the Maramureş, 
Hunedoara and Harghita counties hold in the Mountain Area 8 cities each. 

The average mountain population per city is of 19.286 persons, with 54,7% 
smaller than the average population per city at national level. The most populated 
mountain cities are in Brasov county with 64.195 persons /city and Neamţ with 
36.651 persons/city. The counties that holds the least populated urban settlements 
are Bihor and Valcea county with 3.913 persons / city and, respectively, 5.615 
persons/city. 

The mountain Area of Romania comprises 82 cities with an average per 
county of 3,0 cities and a share of 30,6% of the urban settlements at national 
level. 

Following, the results obtained from the direct correlation (expressed 
through primary statistical indicators) with information held about the agricultural 
exploitations, the animal mountain exploitations, the livestock and the turist 
activity will be presented. 

In the Mountain Area, the utilized agricultural surface is of 0,8 ha / persons 
with 17,3% higher than the national level, registering the highest level in the Cluj 
county - 1,9 ha / person and the lowest level in the Brasov county - 0,3 ha / person 
because the share of the urban space is the highest. 

The average number of persons per livelihood in the Mountain Area is of 
3,0 persons, with 0,1% higher than the average number of persons per livelihood 
at national level. The amplitude of this indicator is given by 2,5 
persons/livelihood in the Vrancea county and 3,4 persons/livelihood in the Bistrita 
Nasaud and Bacau counties.  

Regarding the situation of the agricultural exploitations in comparison with 
the total population it is being noticed that at 1000 persons are 248,1 agricultural 
exploitations (individual and with legal personality) with 20% more than at 
national level. In the mountain area of the Cluj county the highest report is  488,6 
agricultural exploitations at 1000 persons and the lowest report is being registered 
in Brasov county with 72,9 agricultural exploitations at 1000 persons due to the 
high share of urban mountain population in the total of mountain population.  

The average of individual mountain agricultural exploitations at 1000 
persons is of 247,0 per county with 20,0% higher than the average at national 
level with the maximum in Cluj county with 485,7 exploitations and the minimum 
in Brasov county with 72,5 exploitations. 
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Fig. 2. The total of the agricultural exploitations 
 

The entrepreneurial capacity of the population in the Mountain Area and 
the atractivity degree as an economic activity indicates an average of 1,1 
exploitations with legal personality reported per 1000 persons. This indicator 
surpases with 8,8% the national average and is justifiable through the historical 
continuity of the sense of ownership even in the communist era. This 
phenomenon determined the conservation of the population`s capacity to 
administer private propriety (fig. 2). 

The maximum number of mountain agricultural exploitations with legal 
personality reported at the population is in Salaj county – 3,4 exploitations/ 1000 
inhabitants, Timiş – 3,3 exploitations/1000 inhabitants and Cluj – 3,0 
exploitations/1000 inhabitants. Moreover, this indicator shows minimums in Satu 
Mare and Brasov counties with 0,4 exploitations/1000 inhabitants. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The total population of the Mountain Area is of 3.341.024 persons with an 

average of 123.742 persons per county representing 15,4% of the Romanian 
population. 

The rural mountain population sums 1.729.583 persons, representing 17,1% 
of the rural population at national level. 

The urban mountain population is of 1.581 persons, with a share of 13,9% 
from the Romanian urban population. 
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